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Army Operations
An operation is a sequence of tactical actions with a common purpose or unifying theme. 
Army forces, as part of the joint force, contribute to the joint fight through the conduct of 
unified land operations. 

The Elements of Combat Power

The Six Warfighting Functions

Chap 3: Mission Command (ADP/ADRP 6-0)
The mission command warfighting function is the related tasks and systems that develop 
and integrate those activities enabling a commander to balance the art of command and 
the science of control in order to integrate the other warfighting functions. Commanders, 
assisted by their staffs, integrate numerous processes and activities within the headquar-
ters and across the force as they exercise mission command.

Chap 4: Movement and Maneuver (ADP/ADRP 3-90)
The movement and maneuver warfighting function is the related tasks and systems that 
move and employ forces to achieve a position of relative advantage over the enemy and 
other threats. Direct fire and close combat are inherent in maneuver. The movement and 
maneuver warfighting function includes tasks associated with force projection related to 
gaining a position of advantage over the enemy. Movement is necessary to disperse and 
displace the force as a whole or in part when maneuvering. Maneuver is the employment 
of forces in the operational area.

Chap 5: Intelligence (ADP/ADRP 2-0)
The intelligence warfighting function is the related tasks and systems that facilitate under-
standing the enemy, terrain, and civil considerations. This warfighting function includes 
understanding threats, adversaries, and weather. It synchronizes information collection 
with the primary tactical tasks of reconnaissance, surveillance, security, and intelligence 
operations. Intelligence is driven by commanders and is more than just collection. De-
veloping intelligence is a continuous process that involves analyzing information from all 
sources and conducting operations to develop the situation.

Chap 6: Fires (ADP/ADRP 3-09)
The fires warfighting function is the related tasks and systems that provide collective and 
coordinated use of Army indirect fires, air and missile defense, and joint fires through the 
targeting process. Army fires systems deliver fires in support of offensive and defensive 
tasks to create specific lethal and nonlethal effects on a target.

Chap 7: Sustainment (ADP/ADRP 4-0)
The sustainment warfighting function is the related tasks and systems that provide support 
and services to ensure freedom of action, extend operational reach, and prolong endur-
ance. The endurance of Army forces is primarily a function of their sustainment. Sustain-
ment determines the depth and duration of Army operations. It is essential to retaining and 
exploiting the initiative. Sustainment provides the support necessary to maintain opera-
tions until mission accomplishment. 

Chap 8: Protection (ADP/ADRP 3-37)
The protection warfighting function is the related tasks and systems that preserve the force 
so the commander can apply maximum combat power to accomplish the mission. Preserv-
ing the force includes protecting personnel (combatants and noncombatants) and physical 
assets of the United States and multinational military and civilian partners, to include the 
host nation. The protection warfighting function enables the commander to maintain the 
force’s integrity and combat power. Protection determines the degree to which potential 
threats can disrupt operations and then counters or mitigates those threats.

90-

Movement and 
Maneuver 

Covered by 
ADP 3

Movement and 
Maneuver 

Covered by 
ADP 3-90

Chapter 3 Chapter 4 Chapter 5 Chapter 6 Chapter 7 Chapter 8

Chapter 1 Chapter 2

Leadership & Information
Commanders apply leadership through mission command. Leadership is the multiplying 
and unifying element of combat power. Information enables commanders at all levels 
to make informed decisions on how best to apply combat power. Ultimately, this creates 
opportunities to achieve definitive results.

Chap 1: Unified Land Operations (ADRP 3-0)
Unified land operations describes how the Army seizes, retains, and exploits the initiative 
to gain and maintain a position of relative advantage in sustained land operations through 
simultaneous offensive, defensive, and stability operations in order to prevent or deter con-
flict, prevail in war, and create the conditions for favorable conflict resolution. Unified land 
operations is the Army’s operational concept and the Army’s contribution to unified action.

Chap 2: Large-Scale Combat Operations (FM 3-0)
While the U.S. Army must be manned, equipped, and trained to operate across the range 
of military operations, large-scale ground combat against a peer threat represents the 
most significant readiness requirement. FM 3-0 expands on ADRP 3-0 by providing tactics 
describing how theater armies, corps, divisions, and brigades work together and with uni-
fied action partners to successfully prosecute operations short of conflict, prevail in large-
scale combat operations, and consolidate gains to win enduring strategic outcomes.

the Elements of Combat Power

“TLS5: The Leader’s SMARTbook”

“BSS5: The Battle Staff SMARTbook”

To execute combined arms operations, command-
ers conceptualize capabilities in terms of combat 
power. Combat power has eight elements: leader-
ship, information, mission command, movement 
and maneuver, intelligence, fires, sustainment, and 
protection. The Army collectively describes the last 
six elements as the warfighting functions. Com-
manders apply combat power through the warfight-
ing functions using leadership and information.


