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This is the third revised edition of The Battle Staff 
SMARTbook, incorporating the 2010 edition of FM 
5-0, The Operations Process. In addition to the 
introduction of design, the 2010 revision of FM 5-0 
builds on and expands the body of doctrine associ-
ated with full spectrum operations described in the 
2008 edition of FM 3-0, Operations. 

Moving beyond planning and orders production, FM 
5-0 holistically addresses planning, preparation, 
execution, and assessment in the continuous 
cycle of the operations process.

The operations process, while simple in concept, 
is dynamic in execution. Commanders and staffs 
use the operations process to integrate numerous 
processes and activities consisting of hundreds 
of tasks executed throughout the headquarters. 
At the center of the operations process is battle 
command — the art and science of understand-
ing, visualizing, describing, directing, leading, and 
assessing forces to accomplish missions. 
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